
profile

In 2017, Elaine received her MA in sociology from the University of Alberta. She conducted a nine-
month narrative inquiry into how growing up in persistent childhood poverty shapes Indigenous and 
non-Indigenous undergraduate students’ experiences in university. Her doctoral research builds upon her 
MA by moving from the individual to the grassroots level push the pillars of privilege through a critical 
investigation into how social activism can contribute to widening access to, and participation in, higher 
education for “poverty-class” students. She seeks to understand how civic engagement may shape EDI 
policies, practices, and pedagogies in Canadian neoliberal universities. 

Elaine focuses on the rigorous use of qualitative methodologies to understand inequality from multiple 
standpoints. She actively engages in knowledge mobilization and research creation; she is committed 
to research being accessible to diverse audiences who work towards social change. She is known for 
her facilitation, public speaking, teaching, communications, graphic design, and project management 
experience. She has organized and promoted conferences, developed and maintained budgets, and 
designed marketing and communications campaigns. She is actively engaged in supporting marginalized 
populations to mitigate generational poverty. She continually seeks to build relations and connect people.

research focus areas

community; creative nonfiction; educational leadership; equity, diversity, and inclusivity; educational 
policy and pedagogy; knowledge mobilization; narrative; poverty; qualitative methods; research creation; 
social class; social movements; sociology of higher education; stigma; social justice

skills highlights

• Demonstrated ability in dealing with multiple stakeholders within and outside of academia
• Acknowledged for my discretion in navigating complex and sensitive issues
• Known for my respect and ongoing learning of multicultural and Indigenous cultural protocols
• Recognized for an ability to work independently and collaboratively to meet goals and timelines
• Appreciated for problem solving, facilitation, and mediation skills
• Known for innovation in developing initiatives and systems
• Award-winning, results-focused graphic design, marketing, and communication talents
• Aptitude for learning diverse software and computer systems
• Proven ability to conduct interdisciplinary literature reviews and translate complex knowledge into 

accessible materials for diverse audiences

elainelaberge
#407, 268 Superior Street

Victoria, BC  V8V 1T3
(250) 686 2214

elaberge@uvic.ca

www.echoesofpoverty.com vanier scholar  phd student ma ba

areas of research focus: community; creative nonfiction; educational leadership; 
equity, diversity, and inclusivity; educational policy and pedagogy; knowledge mobilization; 
narrative; poverty; qualitative methods; social class; social movements; sociology of higher 
education; stigma; social justice
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education

2017 – 2021  Doctoral of arts student in sociology
 University of Victoria, Victoria, British Columbia, Canada

Dissertation: Pushing privileged pillars: An investigation of a real-time grassroots social 
activism initiative to widen access to, and participation in, higher education for “poverty-
class” students

2017 Master of Arts in Sociology (Honours)
 University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada
 Thesis: The echoes of childhood poverty: Composing lives in higher education
 Supervisors: Dr. Caine (Nursing) & Dr. Northcott (Sociology)

2015 Bachelor of Arts in Sociology (Distinction)
 University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada

2012  Bachelor of Arts in Theatre/English (Dean’s List)
 Dalhousie University, Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada 

1992  Diploma in Computer Information Systems Analysis & Design (Honours)
 Lethbridge Community College, Lethbridge, Alberta, Canada

1985  Diploma in Accounting
 Grant MacEwan Community College, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada

academic employment

2018 (winter) Teaching Assistant
 Self, Identity and Society (soci 204)    
 Professor: Dr. André Smith
 Department of Sociology
 University of Victoria, Victoria, British Columbia, Canada 

roles: Attended classes; marked exams and essays; proctored exams; held office hours; 
returned essays and exams in a timely manner
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2017 (fall) Teaching Assistant (3 sections)
 Introduction to sociology: Understanding Contemporary society (soci 100) 
 Professor: Dr. Bruce Ravelli
 Department of Sociology
 University of Victoria, Victoria, British Columbia, Canada 

roles: Developed and taught tutorial subject matter complementary to the core course 
(e.g., systemic inequality, media portrayals of social issues, globalization, qualitative 
methods); taught students the foundations of academic writing; guided students in 
exam preparation and writing; mentored students, supported marginalized students; 
marked essay exams; held office hours; developed and taught three sections of tutorials 
per week; created a safe and engaging learning environment

results: Over 95 percent student attendance at non-mandatory tutorials; developed 
and taught student-centred classes that engaged students in exploring key sociological 
in contemporary times; used creative methods to ensure classroom inclusivity; created 
and facilitated opportunities for students to individually and collectively explore lived 
experiences, wonders, intersectional frameworks, sociological interests, knowledge, and 
research paper topics

... I just wanted to say thank you for some of the best tutorials I have sat through in my 
3 years at university.... you were probably the most passionate, motivating, devoted, and 
hilarious TA I have had so far ... I just wanted to say thank you for the tutorials we got to 
have with you [soci 100 student]

2017 (fall) Teaching Assistant
 Co-op Education: Introduction to Professional Practice (business - com 204) 
 Instructors: Sarah McQuillan, Vivian Leik, Vanessa Raber, Alissa Wakeman
 Peter B. Gustavson School of Business
 University of Victoria, Victoria, British Columbia, Canada 

roles: Graded domestic and international business co-op students’ resumes, cover 
letters, and Linkedin profiles using the department’s rubric in Coursespace; attended 
mandatory training sessions

results: Used my business, marketing, and career experience to provide concrete 
examples to students on how to refine their personal branding materials; encouraged 
students to craft results-orientated resumes and profiles; delivered grading per the 
required deadlines
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2017 (winter) Teaching Assistant
 Sociology of Gender (soc 301) 
 Professor: Dr. Robyn Lee
 Department of Sociology
 University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada 

roles: Supported students, proctored exams, graded essays, marked multiple choice, 
short-answer and long-answer mid-term and final exam questions, attended classes, 
taught students how to write papers

2017 Tutor
 Introductory Sociology
 Transition-Year-Program
 Aboriginal Student Services Centre
 University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada 

roles: Worked with students to learn sociological concepts, terminology, theories, 
and qualitative and quantitative research methods; supported students in learning note 
taking and multiple-choice exam strategies; taught students how to write papers

2016 (fall) Teaching Assistant
 Sociology of Aging (soc 375) 
 Professor: Dr. Herb Northcott
 Department of Sociology
 University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada 

roles:  Supported students, proctored exams, attended classes, taught students how to 
write papers, managed course eclass website

results:  Worked with students with precarious academic standing to support them 
in writing papers, learning study skills, developing note taking strategies, and gaining 
confidence; in particular, I worked with five students who successfully completed the 
course and increased their GPA

2016 Research Assistant (preliminary research project phase)
 Centre for Interdisciplinary Studies, Athabasca University, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada
 Researcher: Dr. Jason Foster, Assistant Professor
 Project: Undocumented Migrant Workers in Alberta: Experiences and Consequences

roles: Contacted key advocates and community groups working with undocumented 
workers; participated in advocacy groups’ pre-formal roundtable meetings; assisted in 
organizing workshops with advocates to establish research questions and processes; 
determined ways to find and approach undocumented workers, how to develop 
relationships between researches and advocates, and how to utilize grant funding to 
benefit all project partners; wrote followup roundtable and research meeting reports; 
prepared workshop summary reports for advocacy participants; conducedt literature 
reviews and produced annotated bibliographies
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2015  Research Assistant
 University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada
 Researcher: Dr. Herb Northcott, Professor
 Project: History of the Department of Sociology 

roles: Collected, sorted, and input historical materials; researched publishing options; 
graphic design and layout of history book

relevant non-academic employment

2015 – Present  Research Support Services
 Self-employed

roles: Transcribe digitally-recorded individual and focus group interviews; deliver 
accurate transcripts in a timely manner; take notes for focus groups, roundtables, 
and special interest forums; adhere to institutional and methodological ethics; 
provide follow-up reports as required; manage researchers’ Canadian Commons CVs; 
graphically design research posters for maximum knowledge mobilization and audience 
engagement

disciplines: criminology, education, interdisciplinary, nursing, physical education & 
recreation, psychology, sociology, Indigenous health

2005 – 2010  Personal Marketing Consultant and Founder
 U! [Stand Out], Edmonton, Alberta, Canada

roles: Career consultation, personal branding, creative resume and profile design, 
client relations

results: Exceptional success rate from the profiles and creative resumes developed 
for clients; personal branding process consistently helped increase clients’ confidence; 
design marketing packages that help clients stand out to target employers, work with 
clients to identity their competitive advantage
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1998 – 2010 Creative Director, Communications Consultant, and Founder
 Jam Inc., Edmonton, Alberta, Canada

roles: Creative direction, communications, writing, marketing, budgeting, sales, client 
relations; project management, conference marketing and communications

results: Won graphic design and business development awards for clients’ projects; 
developed a strong reputation for delivering results that led to referral and repeat 
business across North America; maintained an environment that fostered creativity; 
a client won Retail Council of Canada’s 4 out of 5 small-retailer awards for the 
branding and marketing strategies created; developed and implemented a successful 
communications and marketing plan for the International Indigenous Peoples’ 
Conference: Healing Our Spirit Worldwide, The Fifth Gathering: wrote and designed all 
conference marketing and communication materials, designed the 160-page conference 
program, developed the conference slogan: “Will you be there?”, coordinated French 
translations, developed and managed the communication budget, wrote and transmitted 
press releases, liaised with the media, generated sponsorships, wrote, designed, and 
distributed daily newsletters at the conference, coordinated communications input with 
the international committee, recruited, trained, and managed volunteer conference 
roving reporters

1992 – 1998  Communications Coordinator
 Merit Contractors Association, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada

roles: Communications, project management, budgeting, graphic design, writing, 
organizing events and conferences, developing financial tracking systems

results: Developed communications and marketing strategies to increase the cost-
effective utilization of the membership’s benefit plan (80,000 employees and their family 
members); branded the Association as a leader in the open shop construction industry; 
successfully promoted programs and services; developed financial tracking and 
accounting systems and practices; respected by the Board of Directors and committees 
for consistently achieving results; organized and marketed international conferences, 
board retreats, seminars, annual general meetings; participated in the negotiation of 
benefit plan administrator and benefit program providers’ contracts to benefit the 
membership
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knowledge mobilization & research creation

2018 Taking up Space podcast series
 Theme: Disability and mental health from an intersectional lens
 Panel discussion 
 CFUV 101.9 FM
 University of Victoria radio station, British Columbia, Canada

 http://www.cfuvpodcasts.com/taking-up-space/

2018 Oh, White Man! (poem)
 A return to the barnyard (research reflection)
 Anthology of Social Justice and Intersectional Feminisms
 Edited and published by Dr. Katrina Sark
 University of Victoria, British Columbia, Canada

 https://humanitiesnetwork.wixsite.com/anthology

Present [Ttitle TBD]  (documentary)

In collaboration with the award-winning filmmaker and ethnomusicologist Dr. Michael 
MacDonald (MacEwan University, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada) and Charity Slobod, 
MA (University of Alberta, Faculty of Graduate Studies & Research, Edmonton, Alberta, 
Canada), we are developing a full-length documentary to make my master’s research, 
Echoes of childhood poverty: Composing lives in higher education, accessible to those who 
are engaged in widening access to and participation in higher education for “poverty-
class” students and the general public

2017 Widening access to higher education for “poverty-class” students  

Submission to the University of Alberta, the University of Victoria, the Canadian Poverty 
Reduction Strategy. the BC Poverty Reduction Strategy, and the BC Poverty Reduction 
Coalition

After defending my thesis, I engaged in a conversation with the Poverty Reduction 
Strategy leaders in Ottawa. I then submitted a report for phase one that was grounded 
in my master’s research on how growing up in persistent childhood poverty shapes 
undergraduate students’ lives—and, my own lived experiences as a student from 
generational poverty. This report included key findings and recommendations on how 
universities need to consider for equity, diversity, and inclusion policies and pedagogies 
for poverty-class students

https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/programs/poverty-
reduction/consultation-poverty.html

I have been active in sharing my master’s reseearch findings with universities to address 
widening access to and participation in higher education for students from poverty
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2016  Eats, Shoots & Leaves: The Zero Tolerance Approach to Punctuation (book review)
 Published in: TAKE Zine, Sociology Graduate Student Association publication
 University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada

2016  Move along: Outsiders telling the stories of Others (documentary)
 Presented at: 2016 Congress of the Humanities and Social Sciences
 51st Annual Canadian Sociology Conference
 University of Calgary, Calgary, Alberta, Canada: June 3, 2016

Co-developed this short documentary, which is a compilation of abandonment 
and invisible lives on inner-city urban landscapes, and at the same time, a reflexive 
composition of the experiences of being researchers intruding upon vulnerable 
populations. This experience demonstrates the need to build trust over time with 
marginalized participants— and, the importance of methodological choices. End 
Poverty Edmonton has published our documentary to make visible the injustice suffered 
by people who use shopping carts to sustain their lives

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OzBe2oCOxEU&t=5s

2013  Dandelion (play)

Wrote this play that is an exploration of the effects of generational poverty and class-
based inequality on children. This play also explores the role of Welfare in shaping 
children’s lives

2010  Cashier Confessional (play)
 Performed at: Dalhousie Arts Centre (Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada)

Wrote and directed this play that explores the experiences of working as a cashier for a 
Canadian grocery chain to make visible how corporations contribute to persistent and 
generational poverty of their staff and communities. Second, this play speaks to how 
public perceptions of low-income, minimum wage grocery store workers translate into 
mistreatment rather than engaging with structural reasons for community members 
making a subsistence wage

2011  You don’t have to be an actor to have a voice in theatre (community-based marketing) 

Developed a marketing campaign to promote theatre to at-risk youth in rural and urban 
areas for a theatre criticism course

2007  Illusion for the lonely: Culture and connection in neighbourhood pubs    
 (narrative/creative non-fiction)

This piece explores what drives the continuous journey of regular daytime patrons to 
neighborhood pubs. Filled with a compelling need to be the advocate—the voice—for 
this eclectic group, I set out on a journey of discovery where the romanticized Cheers-
world would be shattered
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2008  Grappling with the grammar dilemma (personal essay) 
 Published in: Confluence ‘07/’08: A Collection of MacEwan Literary and Visual Art
 Grant MacEwan College, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada

In this personal essay I sought out to answer, how can a person get an English degree 
without first, or ever, taking extensive grammar classes?

peer-reviewed conference presentations

Upcoming  #Neoliberal occupy movement: Bunkering down on homeless deterrence technology
 Symposium on Housing Research in BC
 The Pacific Housing Research Network (PHRN)
 Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada: November 18 – 20, 2018

Upcoming (A) #Neoliberal occupy movement: Bunkering down on homeless deterrence technology 
 Critical Dialogue — Social action and liberation: Community partnerships session 

 (B) The echoes of childhood poverty: Composing lives in higher education
 Social Inequalities: Repression and accomplishment session

 Society for the Study of Social Problems (SSSP) 68th Annual Meeting
 Abolitionist approaches to social problems
 Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA: August 11 & 12, 2018

 Partial funding provided by the SSSP & the University of Victoria CUPE 4163

Upcoming (A) Echoes of poverty: Composing lives in higher education &
 (B) Caste in a box: Silencing poverty-class higher education diversity policies
 Poster presentations
 Teaching and Learning Symposium

 (C) The echoes of childhood poverty: Composing lives in higher education
 Section on teaching and learning in sociology refereed roundtable session   
 Empowering ideas in teaching and learning roundtable

 American Sociological Association 113th Annual Meeting
 Feeling race: An invitation to explore racialized emotions
 Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA: August 11 & 13, 2018
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2018 Reimagining higher education landscapes as sites for social justice and equity
 Session: Interactive workshop
 Thematic Category: Transformational (the waves of change)

 (A) Echoes of poverty: Composing lives in higher education &
 (B) Caste in a box: Silencing poverty-class higher education diversity policies
 Poster presentations 

 Educational Developers’ Caucus 2018 Conference
 Educational Developers Gaining an Edge 
 University of Victoria, Victoria, British Columbia, Canada: February 14-16, 2018

2017  Echoes of poverty: Composing lives in higher education 
 Poster presentation of research findings 
 Teaching and Learning Conference
 Hosted by the Teaching and Learning Centre
 University of Victoria, Victoria, British Columbia, Canada: Thursday, August 31, 2017

2017 Echoes of poverty: Understanding poverty through narrative retelling
 Research that Challenges Dominant Stories Session
 Society for the Study of Social Problems 67th Annual Meeting
 Narratives in the World of Social Problems: Power, Resistance, Transformation
 Montéal, Quebec, Canada: Friday, August 11, 2017
 I was unable to attend due to a lack of financial and social support

2017 Narratively understanding the echoes of childhood poverty
 Inequality, Poverty and Mobility: The Diverse and the Poor Session
 American Sociological Association 2017 Annual Meeting
 Montéal, Quebec, Canada: Friday, August 11, 2017
 I was unable to attend due to a lack of financial and social support

2017  Narrative understandings of social inequality: Bringing participants’ experiences and 
 knowledges to the centre
 Session Organizer 
 52nd Annual Canadian Sociology Conference
 Canadian Federation of the Humanities and Social Sciences’ Congress
 Ryerson University, Toronto, Alberta, Canada: Friday, June 2, 2017
 I was unable to attend due to a lack of financial and social support

2017  Faint hope vs. nothing: Experiences of “undocumented” TFWs and their advocates  
 With Dr. Jason Foster (principal researcher), Athabasca University, Alberta 
 Canadian Association for Work & Labour Studies Conference
 Canadian Federation of the Humanities and Social Sciences’ Congress
 Ryerson University, Toronto, Alberta, Canada: Friday, June 2, 2017
 I was unable to attend due to a lack of financial and social support
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2016  Experience as knowledge in and out of the feminist classroom (panel presentation)
 National Women’s Studies Association Annual Conference: Decoloniality
 Panel organizer: Dr. Vivyan Adair, Hamilton College, New York
 Montréal, Québec, Canada: November 11, 2016

Funded by University of Alberta’s Department of Sociology, Graduate Students’ Society, & 
the Faculty of Graduate Studies & Research

2016  Move along: Outsiders telling the stories of Others
 Co-presented with Dallas Hauck (Anthropology)
 Subjectivity in Research Session II
 51st Annual Canadian Sociology Conference
 Canadian Federation of the Humanities and Social Sciences’ Congress
 University of Calgary, Calgary, Alberta, Canada: June 3, 2016

2016  Caste in a box: Silencing poverty-class higher education policies
 Social Inequality and Policy Implications Session
 51st Annual Canadian Sociology Conference
 Canadian Federation of the Humanities and Social Sciences’ Congress
 Calgary, Alberta, Canada: June 3, 2016

2015  They called me “White Trash”: Interrupting pejorative class-based language and 
 dominate social class narratives on higher educational landscapes
 Western Region Research Conference on the Education of Adults
 Hosted by the Department of Educational Policy Studies
 University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada: October 20, 2015

2015  The stain of poverty; silenced stories: Experiences of students from poverty seeking 
 higher education
 Undergraduate Voice Session
 50th Annual Canadian Sociology Conference
 Canadian Federation of the Humanities and Social Sciences’ Congress
 University of Ottawa, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada: June 1, 2015

2015  Coming from poverty: An exploratory study into the barriers and struggles that 
 students from low socioeconomic families face as they transition through university
 Inequality and Social Justice Session
 11th Annual Graduate Student Research Symposium
 Hosted by University of Calgary’s Sociology Graduate Student Group
 Calgary, Alberta, Canada: March 5, 2015
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presentations

2017  Exploring how systemic childhood poverty shapes graduate students’ experiences
 Faculty of Graduate Research & Studies Council 
 University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada: March 8, 2017

2017  Caste in a box: Silencing poverty-class higher education diversity policies
 Poster presentation
 33rd Annual Student Advisors’ Conference 
 Hosted by the Office of the Dean of Students
 University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada: March 3, 2017

2016  Echoes of poverty: Understanding poverty through narrative retelling
 Edmonton Public Library: On The Edge Lecture Series 
 Hosted by the Faculty of Graduate Research and Studies 
 University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada: December 7, 2016

2016  The echoes of childhood poverty
 Research on Tap
 Hosted by the Faculty Club 
 University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada: September 23, 2016

2016  The echoes of childhood poverty: the ‘Other’ higher education diversity story
 Governance Week
 Hosted by the Students’ Union Association 
 University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada: September 19, 2016

2016  Rosenberg Sociology in Process Series: Stretching Borders
 Presented my master’s research-in-progress 
 Hosted by the Department of Sociology
 University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada: January 12, 2016

2015  How the undergraduate research initiative impacts students’ experiences
 New President (Dr. Dave Turpin) and Senior Administrators’ Strategic Retreat
 University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada: August 28, 2015

2015  The stain of poverty—the ‘Othered’ diversity story: Making class visible in the 
 classroom and on university landscapes
 Equity Diversity Inclusion week
 University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada: March 27, 2015
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academic service & volunteer

Upcoming (1) Table presider for the Race and class across contexts roundtable discussion
 (2) Presider for the Mixed methods research approaches to social inquiry session 
 American Sociological Association 113th Annual Meeting
 Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA: August 11 & 14, 2018 

2017 – Present Undergraduate Mentor
 Department of Sociology
 University of Victoria, Victoria, Brisith Columbia, Canada

Support marginalized students to increase their confidence through the development of 
study and exam writing skills, conducting literature reviews, writing papers, navigating 
the university landscape, and finding their voice

2018 Conference Volunteer
 Educational Developers’ Caucus 2018 Conference
 Educational Developers Gaining an Edge 
 University of Victoria, Victoria, British Columbia, Canada: February 14-16, 2018

Worked as part of a volunteer team to ensure a smooth registration, met presenters and 
attendees last-minute needs, collected and delivered research posters, booked attendees 
for speciality tours, ensured photo release forms were signed, guided participants to 
presentations, actively supported ad-hoc conference needs

2017  Conference Volunteer – Various Duties
 Victoria Forum 2017: Diversity and Inclusion
 Organized by the University of Victoria and Global Affairs Canada
 Victoria, British Columbia, Canada: November 17-19, 2017
 http://www.victoriaforum.ca/

2016 – 2017  Senior Peer Advisor, First-Year International Graduate Students (1 year term)
 International Student Services
 University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada

Support my assigned peers (seven) prior to arriving in Edmonton; help peers find 
accommodations  and set up their new homes; organize special learning opportunities 
(e.g., access funding, navigate the university’s online research portal, utilize the Faculty 
of Graduate Students’ education resources; budgets); provide ongoing advice and 
information about life at the University of Alberta and Edmonton; provide social 
support, assistance, and guidance through one-on-one and group meetings and social 
activities; connect former and new international graduate students to support one 
another; use social media to keep students connected and informed; help in easing the 
transition to university for first-year, international graduate students from a diverse 
range of disciplines; connect my peers to help in creating a supportive community
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2015 – 2017  Undergraduate Mentor
 Sociology Undergraduate Students’ Association, Department of Sociology
 University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada

Work with students considering graduate school to become aware of courses, 
conferences, and research opportunities while an undergrad that can help them 
explore: potential research areas of interest, getting into and through graduate school, 
ethics procedures, writing graduate, scholarship, and conference proposals, and 
graduate school funding options; support students in exploring their research interests 
through faculty supervised independent studies; encourage students to present their 
undergraduate papers at the Canadian Sociological Association undergraduate sessions 
and department research days

2015 – 2016  Vice President – Research and Pedagogy
 Sociology Graduate Students’ Association (SGSA)
 University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada

In my role with SGSA, I promoted, marketed, and organized the Department of 
Sociology’s annual research-based conference, W. David Pierce Research Colloquium. 
This event had 19 speakers including undergraduate and graduate students and 
professors; encouraged undergraduate students and new master’s students to present 
their research interests; supported students in developing research presentations; created 
a new conference slogan: discover research being conducted by faculty and students; 
explore how diverse research interests intersect; contribute to research conversations; 
participate in shaping our community; commit sociology

2016  Facilitator
 Graduate Teaching Learning Roundtable
 Bringing Social Class into the Classroom
 Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research
 University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada: September 2, 2016

Facilitate roundtable discussions on how social class, both the graduate tudent teacher’s 
and their students, shape classroom and learning experiences in order to foster greater 
diversity, equity, and inclusivity

2016 – 2017  Graduate Peer Teaching Observer
 Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research
 University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada

Attend guest lectures conducted by graduate students, who are completing the Graduate 
Teaching Learning Practicum Course (Level II), in order to provide effective—and 
supportive—feedback in a timely manner; provide constructive feedback that becomes 
part of graduate students’ teaching portfolios
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2016  Discussant
 Undergraduate Voice Session
 51st Annual Canadian Sociology Conference
 Canadian Federation of the Humanities and Social Sciences’ Congress
 University of Calgary, Calgary, Alberta, Canada: May 30, 2016

Provide senior undergraduate students with extensive and supportive feedback to 
their major research project papers; share my undergradaute and master’s research 
experiences; encourage students to fulfil their research and education dreams

2016  Facilitator
 Connecting our Futures. Building Reconciliation Today.
 Café Pracademique
 Winspear Centre, Edmonton, AB, Canada, April 28, 2016

Facilitated a roundtable discussion on Residential Schools reconciliation challenges that 
individuals, educators, support workers, and communities are contending with

2016  A Human Library “Book”:  A person from generational poverty
 Equity Diversity Inclusion Week
 Organized by the University of Alberta Human Resources Department
 Edmonton, Alberta, Canada: March 16, 2016

roles: Conduct one-on-one and group session discussions regarding how poverty 
shapes students’ and teachers’ lives; follow-up with participants who want further 
understandings or require assistance with lives shaped by poverty

2015  Presenter and Facilitator
The Stain of Poverty - the ‘Othered’ Diversity Story:  Making class visible in the classroom 
and on the university landscape

 Equity Diversity Inclusion Week
 Organized by the University of Alberta Human Resources Department
 Edmonton, Alberta, Canada: March 25, 2015

roles: Facilitate discussions with undergraduate, graduate, professors, instructors, and 
administrators on how poverty shapes lives and experiences in higher education

2013, 2016  Department of Sociology Student Representative
 University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada

Attend Sociology Department Council meetings; participate in open houses to promote 
the university’s sociology department to prospective students

2008  Workshop Facilitator
 Finding Your Dream Career
 Dreamcatcher Aboriginal Youth Conference
 MacEwan University, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada

Developed and facilitated workshops to help young people imagine and explore 
potential dream careers through the use of storytelling and art
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2007 – 2008  Facilitator
 Instructional Skills Workshops
 MacEwan University, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada

Three- and four-day workshops: taught instructional skills model components; co-
facilitated participant learning sessions and feedback circle; created and presented 
value-added sessions (e.g., giving and receiving effective feedback)

educational leadership defined

The essence of my educational leadership philosophy lies in a relational, community-based way of being 
where a leader is willing to stand on shaky ground so they can imagine otherwise. That is, actively seeking 
possibilities and knowledge beyond the world and position I inhabit with a goal of contributing to shaping 
socially just and inclusive post-secondary landscapes. Educational leadership, from this framework, 
embodies not an imposing upon but rather a coming alongside community members. As such, the 
foundation of my philosophy is grounded in deformalizing not only traditional educational leadership but 
also understandings of what constitutes formal education. In this way, this definition of leadership offers 
all university members an environment to realize their dreams without erasing their identities.

course development 

2016 Social Inequality and Stratification (3-credit undergraduate level)

Stratification refers to systematic social inequality in the access of opportunities, 
resources, and rewards. It involves the uneven distribution of people across social 
categories based upon achieved and ascribed characteristics. This course focuses on 
social stratification, particularly in Canada, with comparisons to other industrialized 
countries. This course addresses how stratification has varied throughout history and 
questions why members of certain groups advance while others do not. This course is 
designed to delve into, as much as time permits, crippling social inequality problems 
plaguing Canada and other countries on a global scale. Inequality and stratification 
are framed within an intersectional lens that seeks to decolonize dominant approaches 
to exploring these topics. This course focuses on how lived experiences, theories, and 
forms of knowledge can help us understand the impacts of inequality. Students will have 
multiple opportunities to engage in diverse ways with, and apply, the course material to 
their own sociological orientation.
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2006 – 2008  Project Lead–The Business of Writing
 Professional Writing Program
 Grant MacEwan Community College, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada

Developed a curriculum, with three main components, unique to North America, 
and adopted by the department: communications, graphic design, and sales; created 
a student-responsible and introspective learning experience; developed an instructor 
manual and student website; developed unique feedback and class review models that 
were an integral learning component of the curriculum; ensured a safe and respectful 
learning environment for students from diverse backgrounds.

academic teaching experience

pedagogical philosophy My approach to pedagogy is rooted in the late American educator 
Dewey’s philosophy of educative and miseducative learning experiences. I teach and mentor from a 
relational place; that is, all students and their voices and lived experiences are honoured. I respect that how 
students experience higher education will echo across their lives. These understandings are shaped by the 
teachings of those who are engaged in narrative forms of understanding inequality and social justice. My 
pedagogical philosophy is also framed by the belief that as I come alongside students, we learn together.

2017 (fall) Teaching Assistant
 Introduction to sociology: Understanding Ccontemporary society (soci 100) 
 Professor: Dr. Bruce Ravelli
 Department of Sociology
 University of Victotia, Victoria, British Columbia, Canada 

roles: Developed and taught tutorial subject matter complementary to the core course 
(e.g., systemic inequality, media portrayals of social issues, globalization, qualitative 
methods), taught students the foundations of academic writing, guided students in 
exam preparation and writing, mentored students, supported marginalized students, 
marked essay exams, held office hours, taught three sections of tutorials per week 
(attendance was not mandatory yet there was a 95% attendance rate), created a safe and 
engaging learning environment

2016  Guest Lecturer (peer-reviewed)
 Media Portrayals of Social Class
 Introductory Sociology (soc 100)
 Instructor: Susan Cake, ABD
 Department of Sociology
 University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada: August 3, 2016
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2016  Guest Lecturer (peer-reviewed)
 Global Inequality: Globalization and poverty on international and national stages
 Introductory Sociology of Globalization (soc 269)
 Instructor: Dr. Jeff Brassard
 Department of Sociology
 University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada: May 31, 2016

2016  Guest Lecturer (peer-reviewed)
 Understanding the Experiences of University Students: Beyond Statistics, Fairy Tales, and 
 Neoliberal Ideologies
 Social Inequality and Stratification (soc 260)
 Professor: Dr. Michelle Maroto
 Department of Sociology
 University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada: March 22, 2016

2006 – 2007  Sessional Instructor
 Project Lead–The Business of Writing
 Professional Writing Program
 Grant MacEwan Community College, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada

professional development 

2018 Foundations of Project Management I & II (2/2-3 & 03/19-20)
 Mitacs
 Sponsored by Mitacs and the Government of British Columbia
 Hosted by the University of Victoria 

 Clear language writing and design (2/8)
 Knowledge mobilization strategy building (2/8)
 Knowledge Mobilization Workshop Series
 Facilitator: Michael Johnny, Manager of Knowledge Mobilization for York University
 Hosted by: UVic Research Partnerships and Knowledge Mobilization unit (RPKM)

 Communicating your research through storytelling (2/16)
 Facilitated workshop by Jeremy Loveday
 Organized by: The Office of the Vice-President Research

 University of Victoria, Victoria, British Columbia, Canada

2017 Teaching Assistant Certification
 Learning and Teaching Centre
 University of Victoria, Victoria, British Columbia, Canada
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2017 Writers’ Retreat Participant
 Sponsored by: Student Success Centre and Graduate Students’ Association 

University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada

Out of two hundred applicants, I was one of thirty students who was accepted to this 
three-day intensive graduate writing retreat

2015 – 2016  Graduate Teaching and Learning Program – Levels 1, 2, 3
 Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research (FGSR)
 University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada

2015 – 2017  Graduate Student Workshops
 Department of Sociology and Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research (FGSR)
 University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada

Navigating and reviewing academic literature; ethics; working successfully with 
supervisors and committee members; navigating library resources; developing SSHRC 
proposals; research poster presentations; resolving conflict; pedagogical practices; 
blended-learning practices; creating mindful classrooms; creating an impactful day-
one in the classroom; concepts in course design: mapping out a learner-centred course; 
teaching persona; developing a teaching philosophy

2014 – 2017  Participant
 The Narrative Inquiry Research Issues Table
 Centre for Research for Teacher Education and Development
 University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada

Participated in weekly research meetings with domestic and international scholars, 
researchers, and graduate students primarily engaged in using narrative inquiry

2016 Graduate Teaching Learning Practicum Course (Level III)
 Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research
 University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada

Three-month practicum to develop a syllabus and learn teaching practices to create 
participatory and inclusive learning environments; developed a plan for 200-level, 
introductory social inequality and stratification course

2016  Graduate Ethics Training Course
 Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research
 University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada  

2008  Instructional Skills Workshop (ISW) Facilitator Certification
  Instructional Skills Workshop (ISW) Certification
 Centre for the Advancement of Faculty Excellence
 MacEwan University, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada
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graduate scholarships & awards

2018 – 2021 Vanier Canada Graduate Scholarship – $150,000
 University of Victoria, Victoria, British Columbia, Canada

This scholarship reflects my leadership skills both within academia and the business 
world, my community involvement, mentoring marginalized students, taking a leading 
role in disseminating my research in diverse ways to wide-ranging academic and non-
academic audiences, and connecting with social justice scholars and advocates world-wide

2018  Canada Graduate Scholarship (SSHRC) – Doctoral Level 
 Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council, Government of Canada
 I declined this scholarship as I was awarded Vanier

2017 Graduate Student Scholarship – Master’s Level $3,000
 Student Aid Alberta
 Province of Alberta, Canada

Nominated by the University of Alberta’s Faculty of Graduate Studies & Research

Awarded to a second-year masters’ students for outstanding academic achievement

2017 City of Edmonton Graduate Fellowship $5,300
Nominated by the Department of Sociology
Awarded by the Faculty of Graduate Studies & Research
Sponsored by Edmontonians, private donors, and University of Alberta alumni
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada

One award granted to either a master’s or PhD student (economics, geography, political 
science, sociology, or business) to recognize academic and scholarly achievement

2016  Queen Elizabeth II Graduate Scholarship – Master’s Level $10,800
2015  Queen Elizabeth II Graduate Scholarship – Master’s Level $5,400
 University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada

Recognizes a high level of achievement of students pursuing graduate studies in Alberta; 
I was granted the only full QEII full award (2016) in sociology

2015 – 2016  Canada Graduate Scholarship (SSHRC) – Master’s Level $17,500
 Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council, Government of Canada 

Awarded to masters’ students who demonstrate a high standard of scholarly 
achievement in the social sciences and humanities

2015  Canada Graduate Scholarship to Honour Nelson Mandela Scholarship (nominated) 
 Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council, Government of Canada 

This nomination acknowledges graduate research in areas that align with the late Nelson 
Mandela’s goals of peace, democracy, and social justice
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2015  Walter H. Johns Graduate Fellowship $5,700
 University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada

Awarded to students who have received the Canada Graduate Scholarship

graduate funding

2018 Graduate Conference Travel Funding $300
 The Society for the Study of Social Problems
 University of Tennessee, Knoxville, Tennessee, USA

2018 Graduate Conference Travel Funding $250
 CUPE 4163 UVIC Education Workers
 University of Victoria, Victoria, British Columbia, Canada

2017 – 2018 Doctoral Fellowship $12,000
 Department of Sociology
 University of Victoria, Victoria, British Columbia, Canada

2017 – 2018  Teaching Assistantship $6,000
 Department of Sociology
 University of Victoria, Victoria, British Columbia, Canada

2016 – 2017 Teaching Assistantship $10,800
 Department of Sociology
 University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada

2016  Sociology Graduate Student Travel Grant – Master’s Level $500
 Faculty of Graduate Studies & Research Student Travel Award – Master’s Level $1,660
 Graduate Students’ Association Travel Grant – Master’s Level $500
 University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada
 Co-presented at the National Women’s Studies Association conference in , QC
 Experience as Knowledge in and out of the Feminist Classroom

Awarded to students to recognize academic and scholarly achievement

2015  Mahatma Gandhi Summer Institute Scholarship Tuition Award $225
 University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada

Awarded to a student based on financial need
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memberships

2014 – Present  American Sociological Association
 Canadian Sociological Association
 Society for the Study of Social Problems

technical

Adobe Acrobat
Adobe Creative Suite
CourseSpaces & eclass
Database software and systems
Microsoft Office
Social Media: Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, WordPress
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Research poster
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Research poster
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undergraduate research & awards

2015  Undergraduate Research Initiative $5,000
 Undergraduate Research Initiative Supplemental Funding, $500 to produce a poster
 Media Portrayals of White Trash: Welfare queens, pregnant teens, and unclean scenes—the 
 “Honey Boo Boo” phenomenon
 University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada
 Awarded to undergraduate students who are engaging in high-impact research

The objective of this research was to expand understanding of the role that media plays 
in framing stories of poverty. The discourse analysis of online conversations sought to 
understand if program viewers accept or reject these stories as representational of lower 
socioeconomic groups, to increase knowledge of class-based labels such as White Trash, 
and to examine if programs such as this are challenging class inequality or reinforcing it

2015  Sociology Undergraduate Essay Award
 Sex and the Kitty: Deconstructing the Meaning of Cougar—The Aging Woman and
 Her Sexuality
 Department of Sociology
 University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada

2014  Qualitative Pilot Research Project
 Coming From Poverty: An exploratory study into the barriers and struggles that students 
from 
 low socioeconomic families face as they transition into and through university 
 Department of Sociology
 University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada

This pilot research project was undertaken as part of a graduate qualitative research 
methods course (supervised research) in which I was the sole undergraduate student. 
The goal of this research was to begin to understand how undergraduate students, who 
grow up in poverty, transition into and through university

2013  Sociology Undergraduate Essay Award
 Romancing the Reader: The Appeal of Contemporary Romance
 Department of Sociology
 University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada

2013  Supervised Sociology Independent Study
 The Search for Subversive Class-Based Humour 
 Department of Sociology 
 University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada

Exploration of how class-based subversive humour is used to challenge and subvert 
dominant ideologies and deconstruct justifications for inequality and marginalization of 
low socioeconomic groups
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MEDIA PORTRAYALS OF WHITE TRASH:
Welfare Queens, Pregnant Teens, and Unclean Scenes—the Honey Boo Boo Phenomenon

THE STUDY
In 1937, George Orwell wrote that what really sets 
all other social classes apart from the poor is that, 
“the lower classes smell” but stated that no one 
in his society would dare say these words out loud. 
Move forward to contemporary entertainment and 
“these four frightful words” of Orwell’s time are 
tame by comparison to the term white trash

The last 30 years have seen a proliferation of TV 
shows featuring white trash with networks capitalizing 
on the portrayal of white trash in novel ways. 
For example, the sitcoms Married with Children 
(1987-1997) and Roseanne (1988-1997), the 
tabloid talk showThe Jerry Springer Show (1991-), 
the mockumentary Trailor Park Boys (2001-), and 
the reality-based Jersey Shore (2009-2012) 

TLC’s Honey Boo Boo (2012-2014) takes the 
“stereotypical media images of…welfare mothers” 
(Bullock et al., 2001) to a new level as it follows 
the life of the Shannon family, including the 
obese, uneducated, and never employed Mama 
June and her four daughters from four different 
fathers: Chickadee, Chubs, Pumpkin, and Alana

Qualitative discourse and conversation analyses of 
viewers’ online chatter

Analyzed how viewers frame these types of stories 
based on their own experiences and beliefs

METHODOLOGY: DISCOURSE ANALYSIS

FINDINGS: COMMON THEMES

BAD PARENTING

Coded for themes, tropes, metaphors, and ideologies in 
online postings and conversations

Reviewed several thousand online comments and 
conversations
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HISTORY OF A PEJORATIVE

1820s origin: In the Maryland, USA area as “a term of 
abuse—to disparage local poor whites”

Then and now: “As it does today, the term registered 
contempt and disgust, and it suggests sharp hostilities 
between social groups essentially competing for the 
same resources—the same jobs, the same opportunities, 
and even the same marriage partners”

Eugenics (1890s–present): Belief that “poor white 
depravity wasn’t attributable to any economic or social 
system—it was inherited.” Eugenics advocates for the 
enacting of laws for involuntary sterilization of “people 
considered unsuited [and un�t] for sexual reproduction.” 
Part of the eugenics movement focused on “differences 
within whiteness” and to “establish some whites as 
superior elites and to assign others to the trash heap 
of history”

Today: “The stigma of white trash remains an active part 
of our fevered cultural imagination, even as some try 
to reclaim the phrase as a badge of rebellious [honour].
But few who use the term today—either proudly or as 
ashaming slur—seem to know about its deep historical
entanglements with the politics of sex, race, and class”

Wray (2013), a leading researcher on white trash, explains 
different meanings and uses of the term to outline the 
history of the label white trash:

WHITE TRASH MEANS...
Wray (2013) explains different meanings of the label:

People are too stupid or too lazy to be successful; it’s 
their own damn fault (neoliberalism) that they are poor

Genetically there is something wrong with the poorest 
of the poor white people

Term some use as resistance to mainstream social and 
cultural values (white trash pride)

Label used to punish the rich for behaving badly 
(i.e., acting like white trash)

AKA: underclass, lumpenproletariat, cracker 

JOIN THE CONVERSATION echoesofpoverty.com 

This research seeks to deconstruct media representations 
of white trash by engaging in dialogues about the 
pervasiveness and causes of class-based inequality. 

Why does there exist such disdain and hatred against 
poor whites and especially women who need welfare?

Why is it socially and politically acceptable to call
poor white people white trash?

Why do we blame the individual for coming from 
poverty-class origins versus discussing larger social,
cultural, and institutional reasons for poverty?

Why do we reduce the experiences of people living
in abject poverty to a single story or stereotype 
(Adichie, 2009)?

How do we decide who we value in society (Sayer, 2005)?

RESEARCH FOCUS
To understand how viewers interpret TV programs
portraying lower socioeconomic groups 

To explore how the framing of stories by the media
can impact viewers’ ability to critically examine 
shows about the poor and, speci�cally, white trash
women and their children   

RESEARCH OBJECTIVES
Expand understanding of the role media plays in
framing stories of poverty

Increase understanding of what the socioeconomic
label white trash means and who it identi�es 

Critically examine if class-themed TV programs 
representing the poor are subverting class inequality 
or producing and reinforcing it  

Funded by: 

(The following quotes have been pulled from online postings)

Aside from the incredibly complex problems of multi-
generational poverty, I am appalled that people don’t 
see this program as child abuse” 

“

EUGENICS/STERILIZATION

How can one not look at these creatures and not see the 
absolute wisdom of Eugenics? Three generations of these 
morons is enough! We need to bring back forced sterilization; 
Offer anyone between the ages of, say, 15 and 25 a signi�cant 
cash payment to undergo tubal ligation/vasectomy”

“

INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY

The poor could stop being poor…if they behaved differently; 
it’s basically numerically impossible to fall under the 
poverty line if you �nish high school, wait to have children 
until you get married, and both work full time”

“

SOCIAL ASSISTANCE/WELFARE

Well, the �rst thing you should do if you’re in a hole is stop 
digging, so all forms of assistance to the able bodied poor 
should be abolished. If that puts children at risk, the 
children should be taken away...only real start of a solution”

“

STEREOTYPES AND STIGMAS

Some people are just irresponsible and don’t know 
how to live with even a basic level of intelligence and 
good judgment”

“

MORALITY

It’s the same messy pseudo-families formed by dysfunctional 
people who can’t hold real jobs and have no real future—but 
who don’t go postal so long as they have some alcohol and 
companionship and TV and a roof over their head”

“

Research poster
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you don’t have to be an actor
to have a voice in theatre

ARISTOTLE  
GREEK POET, PHILOSOPHER, TEACHER, AND TREATRE CRITIC. NOT AN ACTOR.

Folks, if you think 30 years old is ancient, try 2,000! Even 
after his death over two thousand years ago, Aristotle still 
in�uences theatre. His theories of the plot structure of 
tragedies and how theatre can in�uence audiences laid 
the foundation for playwriting and theatre criticism. How 
did Aristotle become a theatre critic? He simply had a 
passion for reading plays, seeing them performed, and 
wanting to talk about them. His clothes looked like bed 
sheets and he had one seriously nasty hair-do going on. 
But Aristotle was pretty cool. 

He wanted to make a di�erence in the world.
And, he did—by using his voice.

Be a theatre critique.
Influence your world.
Be a theatre critique.
Influence your world.

SCHOOL OR
THEATRE GROUP

SCHOOL OR
THEATRE GROUP

© ELAINE J LABERGE, 2018. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.© ELAINE J LABERGE, 2018. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

384 – 322 BC

Research poster

Community-based marketing



elainelabergeelaberge@uvic.ca     (250) 686 2214     www.echoesofpoverty.com     p. 28 phd student ma ba

writing sample (thesis excerpts)

the cactus

Prologue to the Narrative Accounts

Anzaldúa (1999) writes, “Soy nopal de castilla  like the spineless and therefore defenseless cactus.… I 
have no protection. So I cultivate needles, nettles, razor-sharp spikes to protect myself ” (p. 67). Narrative 
inquiry challenges me to ensure that I cultivate needles, nettles, razor-sharp spikes to protect participants  
and myself. As a relational methodology, narrative inquiry requires that participants be protected beyond 
institutional ethical considerations of anonymity. 

I do not speak of a paternalistic protection which silences. In the retelling of participants’ 
experiences, not all private stories become public. Experiences of family and friends are not our stories 
to tell; family and friends still live with hard stories. I do not seek to sanitize experiences; I do not seek to 
glamourize experiences. I do not seek selective intersectionality to further my own research or academic 
career agenda. As Clandinin and Connelly (2000) explain, I must be wakeful and not fold participants’ 
experiences back into dominant institutional, cultural, social, or educational narratives. I am mindful to 
not contribute to, as Clandinin and Connelly (2000) say, a “grand narrative’ of social science inquiry” as 
the “only valid story” (p. xxv) where the plotlines of participants’ experiences and my own experiences are 
threaded into dominant social, cultural, and institutional narratives. 

Narrative accounts are written to reflect participant’s experiences so the reader can hear their 
“silenced dialogue” (Dickar, 2008, p. 115). I strive to make visible the relationships I developed with 
participants as a researcher and participant. I compose field texts from field notes, digitally-recorded 
conversations, casual conversations, participant journals, email and text messages, phone calls, and 
participants’ chronicles. Field texts take single and multiple forms (e.g., dialogue, poetry, prose). As 
Clandinin and Connelly (2000) explain, narrative accounts are field texts and “our way of talking about 
what passes for data in narrative inquiry” (p. 93). They (2000) note of field texts in narrative inquiry:

Unlike data, which] tends[s] to carry with them the idea of objective representation of research 
experience, it is important to note how imbued field texts are with interpretation. As we move into 
our inquiry fields, we are already telling ourselves and others stories of our research purposes. 
Our special interest in the situation is … repeatedly and continually stated and negotiated with 
participants. Therefore, the way we enter the inquiry field influences what we attend to. We 
deliberately select some aspects that turn up in field texts. Other aspects, less consciously and 
deliberately selected, also show up in field texts. To understand what narrative inquirers do as 
they write field texts, it is important to be aware not only that selectivity takes place but also that 
foregrounding one or another aspect may make other aspects less visible or even visible. Field texts, 
in an important sense, also say much about what is not said and not noticed. (p. 93)

I did not “seek to present a linear set of arguments” (Markham, 2005, pp. 814-815; see also 
Richardson, 1995) about the individual in relation to larger structural reasons for social inequality; I 
seek to “revoke silences” and evoke shifting understandings of poverty narratives (Emmel 2015, n.p.). 
I purposefully present fragmented narratives as they “tend to reveal and, therefore, make available the 
interstices of reading, so that the reader is not locked into a single line of argument … multiplicity is made 
more possible” (Marham, 2005, p. 816). 
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Bricolage/pastiche (these terms conjure collage) reveal tensions and bump up against dominant 
narratives that silence. Mixing literary devices and genres may generate ideas and ways of thinking about 
how systemic childhood poverty shapes undergraduate students’ experiences. Narrative fragments collide 
and bring attentiveness “to the way fragmented discourse functions helps us not only understand how 
people are experiencing everyday life but also, as scholars, explore new ways of making sense of social life 
and expressing knowledge” (Markham, 2015, p. 815). When I moved passed fretting if I was getting the 
“right” stories, and respected that the experiences participants shared with me were the ones they chose 
to share, a world of wonders and possibilities opened up. In the writing process, I allow myself to get lost 
and be playful. The tension between creative and traditional academic writing bumps along behind me. 
The sound of this tension is like the clackety-clack banging of tin cans tied behind a newlywed’s vehicle. I 
rejoice at the spectacle; I cringe at the spectacle. 

Caine, Murphy, Estefan, Clandinin, Steeves and Huber (2016) explain “the purposes of 
fictionalization in narrative inquiry:”

We draw attention to how fictionalizing has become a common and often unquestioned part 
of responding to concerns about anonymity raised by research ethics boards, but we also move 
beyond those concerns to other intentions and purposes of fictionalizing in narrative inquiry. We 
see three purposes for fictionalization: (a) protection of the identities of participants, (b) creation 
of distance between ourselves and our experiences, and (c) a way to engage in imagination that 
enriches inquiry spaces and research understandings. (p. 2)

I focus on experiencing participants’ experiences and the experiences of writing. I return to 
Clandinin and Connelly’s (2000) experiences: “We found ourselves quantifying what interested us, and of 
course, as we quantified experience, its richness and expression was stripped away” (pp. xxv-xxvi). I am 
not analyzing experiences; I am unpacking experiences (Clandinin & Connelly, 2000). Yet, as Markham 
(2005) writes, “Figuring out what to leave in, what to cull out, how to guide the reader through the 
presentation of discourse, and how to help readers understand what it all means while being self-reflexive 
about the researcher’s role in the process” indeed feels like a “slippery slope” (p. 832). When I let go of 
academic-speak, imagery comes forward that resonates in demonstrating and showing experiences rather 
than concealing and telling.  

I cannot control how narrative accounts will be experienced and taken up in conversations by 
readers. The needles, nettles, razor-sharp spikes I cultivate in the retelling of participants’ experiences in 
this thesis are a diversity of literary devices—as diverse as participants’ biographies. These devices and 
language are used purposefully in the shaping of narrative accounts. Creative non-fiction, play, found 
poems, chronicles, transcript excerpts, and field journal excerpts come together to shape narrative 
understandings of experiences.  margaret rose, Mildred, and Sarah’s narrative accounts are co-composed 
so that we may, as Greene (1995) writes, “see beyond what the imaginer has called normal or ‘common-
sensible’ and to carve out new orders in experience. Doing so, a person may become freed to glimpse what 
might be, to form notions of what should be and what is not yet” (p. 19). 

Anzaldúa (1999) offers a Mexican saying that reminds us that, “Out of poverty, poetry; out of 
suffering, song” (p. 87).
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mildred is dreaming

Prologue to Mildred’s Narrative Account

I just laugh a little bit
Just to help me calm down
I just do that

Mildred  determined the topic for each research conversation; she came prepared. Often she started our 
conversations with, “Let me tell you a story,” or “I have to tell you something that happened!” I came into 
the midst of Mildred’s undergraduate life when she felt ready to retell and relive experiences—and, awaken 
to new wonders and possibilities. She asked that I “honour her experiences” through her narrative account. 
In our time together, many wonders emerged for Mildred.

In what follows, there is great movement between time, place, and social relations. Mildred 
immigrated to Canada in the latter years of high school. She takes me on a journey from western Africa to 
Canada and back again. Mildred’s stories lull and flow forwards and backwards. The retelling and reliving 
of her experiences is chaotic and hectic; ordered and peaceful. At times she struggles to find the words 
to describe experiences; how she retells experiences is as important as the experiences themselves. I was 
respectful this is the first time she has spoken of her experiences. I do not silence Mildred by hurrying her 
along or “fixing” her words. 

I do not attempt to present her experiences in the narrative structure we are used to in western 
novels. These are not fixed fragments. Sections transition, interrupt and intertwine to form a part of 
Mildred’s life in the making. Found poems presented in this narrative account have been created from her 
research transcripts; “I” in these poems refer to Mildred. Mildred is a profoundly gifted oral experience 
and knowledge teller. Mildred is dreaming.

______

The nice-Man

Mildred’s parents moved her and her siblings to an area in western Africa, in Canadian terms, under low-
income housing development. It was a place of relocation. “It was a place where they were building new 
homes and people who are brought here are the ones building the homes. My parents rented a place there 
and that’s where we lived.” This was not a “real city-city” location; it was not an aspiring upwardly mobile 
area. It was a mishmash of concrete, one-room boxes with corridors far-reaching enough to house bodies. 
It was a place of boxed lives under perpetual construction. Mildred and her three siblings occupied the 
lone bedroom, “because there were many of us, we were kept in that room.” Her parents slept in the lanky 
hallway. Bodies and limbs intertwined, and fumbled and stumbled, during rest and activity.

It was a patchwork community where “some people who were really not bad, like, rich, but okay.” 
It was a community of under- to middle-class families, carving out lives in the sprouting, cement pseudo-
suburbia. There were “okay-people” Mildred recalls, that were “helpful too.” Like the “man who was really, 
really, really nice.” People living impoverished lives were not necessarily invisible to him. Perhaps he did 
not see people in this community, whose lives were shaped by poverty, as the dangerous Other. He did not 
discount them.
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Dewdrop tears fall from Mildred’s tremendous, brown eyes, rounded by fraught-filled fear, in the 
retelling of this man’s kindness. Unheeded, droplets make a nourishing path down her cheeks before gently 
raining down onto her lap. I cannot hear her breathe. I am suspended in her stillness. I do not fill the abyss 
of silence with nothingness. I wait. I let her tell me her story: 

I remember—okay, my little sister got burnt. She [got] hot water [on her] and she has a really, really 
deep scar [long pause] even at the age of eighteen. We wanted to get her for surgery, but that’s a 
whole different thing; we can’t do that for her because—yeah, her body’s different …

Let Mildred tell you her story:

So there was this man who was really, really, really nice. He immediately noticed that my sister had 
that condition, he needed to take her to the emergency. He was, say, one of the rich guys in the 
community; he was really, really helpful. Just straightaway, took my sister to the hospital in his car, 
in his private car, which [they don’t do for] poor people mostly. Even here [in Canada], it’s like that; 
rich and poor really, some—it depends. But he was nice; took my sister to the hospital, made sure 
that the doctors came to attend her immediately because of his status. When you get people like 
that to go with you to places, it really makes a difference than to go by yourself.

“They have power ‘cause they’re visible,” I whisper with feigned nonchalance. I never tell Mildred I 
do not want to become intimate with this story. Like a child at Christmas, I wished she would say her sister 
had tonsillitis. But, I know what is coming. I have lived hard healthcare stories because of poverty. I do not 
want to stay close to my experiences. I cannot flee. She cannot stop the retelling. She shares this story neither 
in a matter-of-fact fashion nor in a run-away-train manner. She is not angry or bitter. Her words roll as 
gently and beautifully as the rural prairie hillsides I remember from my childhood. She paints a masterpiece.

“Right. That’s what society sees them. And that was really, really nice of him.” The nice-man 
saved her sister’s life. “My mom and dad really wanted to talk to him because he made such a difference.” 
Mildred’s parents “knew” the nice-man; they knew him in that way one recognizes status swirling around 
a person situated on a prestigious hill—or, reduced to the lowest depths of a gutter. In everyday living, 
they had only inconsequentially crossed paths with the nice-man. They were kept strangers by a divide as 
uncompromising as the cement boxes that marked the community landscape. No one could have imagined 
that their lives would become intertwined—for that brief moment in time. Nor, could the nice-man 
imagine how this experience would be like the skipping of a stone on the water and reverberate through 
Mildred’s undergraduate experiences. “You know, my sister could have lost her life at that moment as a 
kid, and blood coming and all—well, at that time, blood was not coming, but as the skin began to—oh, I 
couldn’t—oh, I don’t want to talk about that; that was a horrible day, very horrible day, just to see my little 
sister’s skin coming off. That was a horrible day.”

Her little sister survived. Not all the children that day or the following days survived. Other 
children, scalded bodies twisted savagely from their tender flesh being ravaged by hot water, perished. The 
nice-man, cloaked in privilege, saw an impoverished child in need, and acted. Visiting her sister in the 
hospital was painful for Mildred at that age. How she feared that each day upon her visit, the hospital bed 
would be neatly made with crisp, white linens—and, void of her beloved sister’s body. Her hope transcends 
her agony because the nice-man attended to her sister’s life in a meaningful way. I wonder how he storied 
Mildred’s sister and her family. Did he see Mildred’s sister as more than an impoverished child or a wasteful 
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life? I wonder, did the nice-man story Mildred and her siblings as lives in the making? Mildred never 
storied the nice-man as taking pity on her sister and their family. She did not story him as someone who 
saw her family as a charity case. Even Mildred understood that the nice-man had the power and knowledge 
to navigate institutions in ways that were inaccessible to her family. She experienced how privilege and 
poverty both shape lives. The fear of losing her little sister still echoes throughout Mildred’s life. 

I can face fears I had in childhood
My past fears

Challenges in education
Challenges in academics

Not something I had control over
Instances in my childhood

And now
Landed me the way I am
In spirits
In education
In challenges in life growing up

Like therapy for me
Hands down
Let’s reflect
Put past experiences into perspective
Retrospection
Put it into
Put it into something 
Not too abstract

Let us be realistic
See why I am the way I am right now
In my life
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margaret rose is wondering

Prologue to margaret rose’s Narrative Account

margaret rose’s  narrative account is fragmented. There is no tidy familiar plot structure. Wonders continue 
to emerge as we engage in our seven months of research conversations. New possibilities of understanding 
lived experiences surface. The following fragments are representative of how research conversations 
flow. They are choppy and mishap; they have an intensity that match margaret rose’s precarious personal 
and undergraduate life. There are hard stories; there are hopeful stories. This is the first time she shares 
these stories. To provide a smooth plot line, with a common theme, would silence the complexity of 
how margaret rose’s undergraduate life is shaped by systemic childhood poverty. As we meet, many 
things are shifting in her life. She is awakening to new ways of being and new possibilities for the future. 
Her narrative account seeks to demonstrate the relational way we were together in these research 
conversations. The fragments in this narrative account weave together experiences margaret rose is living 
in the moment and reliving. margaret rose chose how her narrative fragments and found poems would be 
arranged. margaret rose is wondering.

______

Storage Container Learning

There are early childhood education experiences that have left gashes in margaret rose’s spirit. Educators 
storied and treated her in scarring ways; they planted stories in her, knowingly or unknowingly, that 
figure prominently in how she understands herself in relation to higher education (Okri, 1989). As a child, 
margaret rose was evicted and torn from the education landscape because she was a bad child. 

This is our last official research conversation. We are having supper in the basement of a pub. 
The staff gave us a quiet, dimly lit room all to ourselves. We pretend we are high class. Our attire mocks 
our playfulness. Rock music plays softly in the background. The room is closed off from the main part of 
the lower-level by two wooden doors sitting slightly ajar to allow the server to move in and out without 
interruption. The server is like background ambient noise. We feel special. We sit on tall, high backed chairs. 
Coloured felt markers, artbooks, the brightly coloured pencil case my friend case Sunwoo, from south Korea 
sent me and the digital recorder, are strewn on the wooden and worn, roundtable top. We pretend this place 
is just for us because we are not regulars. We pretend that not just anybody gets this kind of treatment. 
margaret rose orders chicken fingers and salad “so she can live long enough to look after her grandkids.” 
I say it is a good thing I do not have kids so I do not have to worry about living that long. She says I am 
coming along with her: “You’re going to live that long because I’m sharing my grandkids with you.” 

“I would rather you share your chicken fingers.” 

She orders Italian dressing because she “does not know what the fuck balsamic vinegar is.” I order 
mashed potatoes.

margaret rose met her son’s father at school. “Cause at that point in time I got kicked out of regular 
school so I was in an LRH program.” 

“What’s that?” 

“An outreach. It was a building where you did module work as opposed to be in a classroom. You 
just worked at your own pace. I didn’t fit the traditional mould of students.”
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“How old were you?”

“Grade seven. My son’s age.”

“You were kicked out in grade seven?”

“Grade five and then again in grade six.”

“Was this a White school?” (I use this as code for Catholic-based, Canadian residential schools.)

“Ya. A Catholic school. Grade five was because my friends, and I’m guilty by association, were 
trying to burn down the school.”

“Did you understand what that meant? Or were you just …“

“I was just happy to have friends cause I was a loner.”

“So you guys tried to burn down the school? And they expelled you?”

“And then I went to another [long pause]—I got kicked out of the Catholic school and went to 
the other predominantly White school. Finished my grade five there. And that’s about the time my mom” 
suffered a horrific tragedy and got sick. “She was hospitalized. Everything changed. Then I’m going 
into grade six. I get kicked out of that school—again—but this time because of peer stuff. Unhealthy 
friendships.” Her single-parent mother, a residential school survivor, enormously fragile from illness and 
relentless poverty, struggled to intervene. “So my mom pulled me out of that school and put me into the 
outreach school where I had to sit in a room all by myself. I finished grade seven and eight in one year. So, 
ya. I finished grade seven and eight. Oh, grade nine rolls around and I have to be put into the bigger room 
with everyone else and that’s when I met [my son’s] dad. Start weed, trying to be cool …”

“So you went from complete isolation to now they’re going to put you back with human 
beings…?”

I just keep eating mashed potatoes. Feels like sawdust dipped in gravy.

 “And then I did what every other young person did at that time…. I went through life, went 
through life, went through life …” Five years ago margaret rose and her mother spit some truths that had 
long been cobwebbed by silence. “So then she starts crying and I start crying. Thankfully my first year of 
university, my first English professor, the one that taught me we all have a story. That’s when I can say a lot 
of my healing started cause for one of my papers I wrote about [a painful childhood] experience.” Learning 
that her experiences and knowledge matter, and that writing about them in academia is legit, continues to 
resonate on and off the education landscape for margaret rose. This teacher planted an empowering story 
in margaret rose: writing of experiential knowledge “was a way to not be ashamed anymore. To know that, 
and at that time I was meeting a lot of people who had gone through the same shit too.”
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One of my good friends
I guarantee you
1 in 3 Indians have been sexually molested
Cold, hard stats
A reality
Residential schools
Foster “care”
What?
Writing, not blaming
Families just separated

“But anyways, the families just like separated. I went into the outreach school. I was isolated for an 
entire year. Then the next year, I get thrown into grade eight. Everything changes.” Lives shaped by poverty 
and intergenerational suffering leaves this life fragile and vulnerable to institutions. Her mom is too sick to 
care for her children; there is a scarcity of safe support systems for her mom and her children. Her mom 
knows the dangers of reaching out to governmental institutions; she risks social services swooping in and 
taking away her children.

margaret rose “peaced out.” She peaced out by disconnecting and abusing substances in a futile 
effort to distance herself from the “blame” she lugs on her juvenile, malnourished shoulders. Quietly 
sobbing on her cold, congealed supper, she says, “If I just would have stayed, I could have prevented this, I 
could have prevented that. And I could have saved everyone.” I wonder, who planted this story in her?

I spit a truth: “Failing to understand you were just a child yourself?” Why did I use the word 
‘failed?’ Such a common phrase but one that says, “You should have known better.”

“Right!”

“You were a broken and hurt child. You just make me [long pause] again, once again, so grateful 
that when I ran away I was able to rent a room, had a job [long pause] if I would have ran away to the city, 
oh my god, what would have happened to me. At least in this tiny little community, where people were 
horrible to me, but at least I didn’t have to become a prostitute or drug addict. At least I had a job working 
in this restaurant. I don’t care it was illegal child labour!”

“Struggle’s real.” margaret rose shares how ceremony is a way through the struggles:

I can just see my partner—cause she’s got eyebrows—I just aspire to have eyebrows like that. I’m 
like what’s wrong? Are you on Facebook? Who are you arguing with now? Get the smudge bowl 
ready! I’m like, okay I get the medicine. Take off my glasses, take out my earrings, here we go, 
Aunty Jane. Let’s light this up. Roll out the smudge bowl, prayers go up, help me, you know. Cause 
otherwise it’s going to get ugly. And then I’m like smudging her while she’s like typing. Please 
Aunty Jane, help us! So she had to go off Facebook for a while.

margaret rose takes me back to the two-sinked, westend story.

It’s not so pretty on this side
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sarah is seeking

Prologue to Sarah’s Narrative Account

A calmness clings to Sarah. She is a perpetually curious traveller. She reminds me of hippies I have seen 
in Woodstock documentaries. Sarah is unrestrained; she is thoughtful. She wears ponchos threaded 
through with curiosity and wonders. She is witty and fun; she is sharp and strong; Sarah embodies a 
free-spiritedness. To capture her lived experiences required a freestyle-type narrative account form. She 
does not see herself as an artist; yet, she is a combination of art nouveau to contemporary to late modern 
styles. Sarah is an understated panache of intrigue. I felt the need to experiment with different forms in the 
retelling and reliving of her experiences. I needed to explore creativity. I am still unsure why; something 
about Sarah inspired me. She is courageous and trusted me with experimentation in the representation of 
her experiences. Sarah seeks new ways of understanding. As Sarah and I negotiated her narrative account, 
I told her I had wanted to write her entire account as poetry; she thought this would be wonderful. 
Although I lost my courage, Sarah’s narrative account contains elements of poetry. It is intentionally free-
flow in style. It pushes against restrictive academic structures that exclude and silence and embraces, for 
example, fragmented sentences, numerous found poems created from the transcripts, deconstructing and 
reconstructing her education journey chronicle, and body artefacts. There are tensions visible in Sarah’s 
narrative account; I do not seek to smooth or ease them. Throughout, Sarah is seeking.

______

Familial Education Conversations

“So, how you got to school. Can we talk about the many wonders about your understanding of education? 
Different points in your life from the little girl until now? What those have looked like…?”

Sarah asks, “About university?” Personally, I still struggle to understand that education can take 
many forms. I used the word education in a fixed way—fixated on western, institutionalized education. 
Little room was left for wonders outside this paradigm.

I attempt to clarify what I am asking: “Right from I guess about pre-daycare to those different 
points in your life. What kinds of conversations were happening about education? What kinds of 
experiences maybe your mom was having, family members were having [long pause] what kinds of 
experiences do they bring forward and you bring forward that have shaped your understanding of 
education? And experiences with education? I know that’s big.” My shoulders stoop as I try to catch my 
breath.

“Ya,” Sarah says with quiet tension.

“Maybe we can chunk it into [long pause] we could go back to those early understandings of 
what education even was. How education was defined perhaps. Who it was for? What those spaces, places 
versus knowledge versus bodies…. Did you ever think you would go to university?” Ending with this last 
question, there was little room for Sarah to wonder—for myself to wonder alongside her. In my unsettled 
settler nervousness, I brutally unsettled Sarah’s senses.

“I figured out that I would,” Sarah says thinking back. She follows this with a confident, “No. I 
think I always thought I would.” Conversations were happening in the home about higher education. 
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“Cause my mom went to university so she was really adamant about it happening. Not like super pushy but 
she would bring it up in conversation here and there. It was never planned for. We never talked about after 
high school or anything like that but it was kind of—at some point …” I wonder about dominant social, 
cultural, and institutional narratives surrounding the “right” familial higher education conversations 
and the “right” familial planning for children’s education. I wonder about dominant narratives regarding 
“responsible” parents in relation to their children’s future education.

“When did you start having these conversations do you think?”

“I wanna say not until I was older. That’s why I was like, like later teens, early 20s maybe, I guess. 
Cause I know she didn’t finish her [university] degree until…. I don’t know. Later thirties.”

I ask, “What was grade one like? If you can remember. Grade one to grade three years?”

Sarah says, “I don’t want to talk about this. No. No. It’s fine. It’s fine. It’s just one of those weird 
moments cause you mention grade one. Or, maybe it was later. Grade five. I don’t know. But I remember 
about how we talked about poverty and how [long pause] no, no, to this conversation. I can’t have this one. 
Um, maybe at some point. I had a lot of shame form my actions. Even though I was a kid, I still feel guilty 
about it. Ya, I think grade one to grade three was okay …”

I warily tread into mother–daughter–women education conversations with Sarah. “So, [long 
pause] I want to be sensitive to what I ask. Has your mom been encouraging of you to go to school?” I 
am hyper-sensitive: neither my mother nor my great aunty was able to encourage me to obtain a formal 
education—to escape poverty.

Sarah says, “Ya. Not super encouraging. She was like, she was more like you should do this but 
I’m not going to help you in any way. Support you in how this needs to be done. And that’s how it’s always 
been…. Like it was kinda just like, just saying, these are the things that I’ve done in my life that have 
worked and I think you should do them as well. But you need to figure out how these things are gonna get 
done for yourself.”

“And she was taught that by somebody whose relationship with education, White European 
education was [long pause] somebody taught her, this is the model sort of if you will …”

“I don’t know who taught that to my mom. My mom didn’t come from a family—nobody in my 
family is educated except for her. So, I don’t know where that came from.”

Echoes of colonialism  reverberate through Sarah’s life. I ask her, “Who was your mom raised by?”

“My mom was raised by her dad, mostly. Ya, I guess my grandpa raised her. My mom’s mom [long 
pause] died when she was ten or so. So I think it was just my grandpa. But my grandpa never …”

“Did your grandpa come from residential schools?”

“I don’t know if my grandpa did. I don’t even know if my mom knows that. No, I don’t think he 
was. My mom’s side is Métis. So, there was more French on that side. I know there were some Métis people 
that did go to residential schools but that was a different lineage. I’m not one hundred percent familiar 
with that. My dad’s side was treaty; [they] went to residential schools.”

There are foggy education understandings I seek to make clearer alongside Sarah. She tells me, 
“Somewhere, somebody, something told my mom to go—but it was after my grandpa died. It was after 
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she got out of an abusive [situation]. So I almost feel like she just decided. I feel like there was nothing 
[long pause] she just thought [long pause] I think she saw it as a means to get out of [long pause] escape—
to get a better life for herself.” I wonder how this shapes Sarah’s experiences and understandings of 
higher education? I wonder how families broken apart from colonization and residential schools shapes 
Indigenous poverty-class students’ higher education experiences. I wonder how silent and missing stories 
shape students’ experiences.

Sarah’s retelling of these experiences makes her curious. “It’s weird cause it’s like, where do you get 
those ideas if you’re not being fed them from your parents or [long pause] or, was it just media or—what? 
Cause nobody went to school. But I sort of vaguely remember [my mom] telling me, but I could be making 
this up, cause I don’t know one hundred percent. But I sort of vaguely remember her telling me that she 
had a conversation once with a woman at a women’s shelter.” 

There was a woman at this women’s shelter who shifted understandings and opened up 
possibilities for Sarah’s mom—and, for Sarah. The woman “basically told her that you have to go to school. 
You need to get an education to get a good career and take care of the kids. And I’m pretty sure that kind 
of made her [go to school]. That there was more of a life for her that she could do. And that was when she 
was like, okay, and just decided to go to school.” Four walls safely encasing women and children fleeing 
from danger and abuse. With nothing but their fragile bodies and selves, women and children arriving 
on the doorstep seeking shelter. In this sanctuary, Sarah’s mom’s life shifted from oppressive survival to 
extraordinary potential. One woman believed in her. I wonder how this experience reverberates through 
Sarah’s undergraduate experiences. I wonder how a single person believing in the extraordinary potential 
of poverty-class undergraduate students can shape lives (Huber, Caine, Huber & Steeves, 2013). I wonder 
how powerful moments of possibility can push against deficit dominant familial, cultural, and institutional 
narratives. I am drawn to how the woman at the shelter opened up understandings of higher education 
beyond utilitarian purposes.  I am drawn to how a single moment in time, when a single person is wakeful 
and attentive, can profoundly shift a life in the making.

“How did you know that there was an alternative life to the one you grew up in?”

“It wasn’t even knowing that there was an alternative life. It was deciding that my life wasn’t good 
enough, wasn’t where I wanted it to be. I wasn’t feeling—I hadn’t felt joy. I knew that those were feelings 
that were possible—if there is something you want—you know, ‘I want that, I don’t want to live like this. 
I’m not going to live like that; I’m going do whatever I can to make sure that I’m not living [without joy] 
anymore.’.” Sarah staggers me. I see her as profoundly brave. Joy. I am warmed and deeply hopeful of a life 
shaped by childhood poverty and seeking education as part of a journey to create a joyful life. I am filled 
with many wonders about how poverty reverberates through undergraduate students’ experiences. Sarah 
reminds me that our lives are not single tales of woe. They are hopeful—and, joyful.  



elainelabergeelaberge@uvic.ca     (250) 686 2214     www.echoesofpoverty.com     p. 39 phd student ma ba

Bibliography

Anzaldúa, G. (1999). Borderlands/La Frontera: The New Mestiza (2nd ed.). San Francisco: Aunt Lute 
Books.

Brecht, B. (1991). Theatre for Pleasure and Theatre for Instruction. In A. Caputi (Ed.), J. Willet (Trans.), 
Eight Modern Plays (pp. 559–579). New York: W.W. Norton & Company, Inc.

Caine, V., Murphy, M. S., Estefan, A., Clandinin, D. J., Steeves, P., & Huber, J. (2017). Exploring the 
Purposes of Fictionalization in Narrative Inquiry, 23(3), 1–7.

Clandinin, D. J., & Connelly, F. M. (2000). Narrative Inquiry: Experience and story in qualitative inquiry. 
San Francisco: Jossey Bass.

Devine, H. (2004). Aboriginal Naming Practices [University of Calgary]. Retrieved March 21, 2017, from 
http://people.ucalgary.ca/~hdevine/naming.htm

Dickar, M. (2008). Hearing the silenced dialogue: an examination of the impact of teacher race on their 
experiences. Race Ethnicity and Education, 11(2), 115–132.

Emmel, N. (2015, September 21). We Must Revoke Silences and Confront the Clamour of Common Sense. 
Retrieved from https://www.thesociologicalreview.com/blog/we-must-revoke-silences-and-confront-
the-clamour-of-common-sense.html?utm_content=buffer6b4c5&utm_medium=social&utm_
source=facebook.com&utm_campaign=buffer

Greene, M. (1995). Releasing the Imagination: essays on education, the arts, and social change. San 
Francisco: Jossey-Bass.

Lorde, A. (2007). Sister Outsider. New York: Random House, Inc.

Markham, A. N. (2005). Go Ugly Early’’: Fragmented Narrative and Bricolage as Interpretive Method. 
Qualitative Inquiry, 11(6), 813–839.

Qwul’shih’yah’maht (Robina Anne Thomas). (2005). Honouring the Oral Traditions of my Ancestors 
through Storytelling. In L. Brown & S. Strega (Eds.), Research as Resistance: Critical, Indigenous, & 
Anti-oppressive Approaches (First, pp. 237–254). Toronto: Canadian Scholars’ Press.

Richardson, L. (1995). Narrative and sociology. In J.Van Maanen (Ed.), Representation in ethnography (pp. 
198-221). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.


